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Introduction 

This doctoral thesis mainly focuses on the study of the port of Cadiz during the 

Trasta mara period (1369-1504). The first date marks the beginning of that dynasty, 

which broadly coincided with the consolidation of the Western Route and the 

expansion of trade between the Mediterranean and the Atlantic, a consequence of 

Christian control of the Strait of Gibraltar. The end date corresponds to the death of 

Isabella I of Castile, but requires some comment. The end of her reign occurred 

almost in tandem with the reorientation of international trade routes towards the 

Americas and the founding of the Casa de Contratación in Seville in 1503. Thus, the 

shift in the global economy towards the New World and the establishment of the 

capital inland marked the end of a golden age for Cadiz and a shift towards the city 

of Seville, with its river assuming a naval and port function as the logistical base for 

the Indies fleet. Although the time frame is determined by political factors, it is 

nonetheless true that underlying economic realities, as we have just pointed out, are 

at play: the rise of the Western Route and the concentration in Seville of the 

monopoly on trade and shipping with the Americas. Indeed, the period covered by 

this thesis is defined by two significant phenomena: the zenith of the transatlantic 

shipping route and the emergence of the Atlantic world, set against the backdrop of 

the First Global Age1. 

The justification is based on the words spoken by Roberto S. Lopez in his work on 

the opening of the Western Route in the last quarter of the 13th century: “Cadiz also 

was visited by many Genoese merchants, but there is no monograph on its trade in 

the Middle Ages”. As early as 1951, the historian expressed his astonishment that no 

publication existed on Genoese merchants and their trade in Cadiz during the Middle 

Ages. Much time has passed since then, yet we still lack a comprehensive study of 

port activity and economic exchanges in Cadiz during the late medieval centuries. 

This research, therefore, aims to fill that historiographical gap, whilst focusing not 

 
1 CASADO ALONSO, Hilario; et al.– “International Trade and Commerce, 1000-1500”. In LAINS, Pedro; 
et al. (eds.) – An Economic History of the Iberian Peninsula, 700-2000. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2024, p. 200. 
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only on the navigation and commercial operations of the Genoese but also 

broadening the scope to include other trading nations that frequented the port, to 

assess its significance across various dimensions. Although Lopez did not record the 

reason for the absence of such a study, it is intrinsically linked to the lack of medieval 

documentary sources, as will be discussed later2. 

Rather than following the traditional model of port-city studies grounded in the 

paradigms of 1980s local history, this doctoral thesis adopts a global historical 

perspective from a particular vantage point. Indeed, this research aims to expand 

the geographical scope of the field of study by examining the economic connections 

between the Mediterranean and the Atlantic at various scales, thereby bridging the 

local and global levels. It goes without saying that the intensification of trade links 

between the two maritime regions reached its peak with the demographic recovery 

of the 14th century, reaching its zenith in the following century3. Local historians 

have argued that the commercial and maritime boom in Cadiz was a result of 

Castile’s expansion into the New World. Although this idea has persisted and been 

widely accepted, Patrick O’Flanagan has argued that Cadiz achieved a prominent 

position in the Late Middle Ages as a key port on trade routes, surpassing Seville, 

although it was relegated to a secondary role when the city on the Guadalquivir was 

granted a monopoly in the early 16th century4. In this regard, the sources we have 

analyzed lead us to favour this hypothesis. The proliferation of medieval documents 

in foreign archives from the second half of the 14th century onwards is evidence of 

the significant role it came to play in maritime trade and navigation. 

The approach taken in this doctoral thesis has its roots in the work of Rau l Gonza lez 

Are valo, who has placed the port of Cadiz on an equal footing with that of Seville, 

setting aside certain differences in infrastructure and functions, and apart from a 

clear superiority in strictly maritime terms, by virtue of its nature as a major ocean-

 
2 LOPEZ, Roberto S. – “Majorcans and Genoese on the North Sea Route in the Thirteenth Century”. 
Revue belge de philology et d’histoire 29:4 (1951), p. 1166. 
3 LADERO QUESADA, Miguel Ángel – “La Corona de Castilla en la Europa del siglo XV: de la crisis 
bajomedieval a la expansión”. In CLAVIJO HERNÁNDEZ, Fernando J. (coord.) – Canarias y América 
antes del Descubrimiento. La expansión europea. Santa Cruz de Tenerife: Confederación Española de 
Cajas de Ahorros – CECA, 1985, pp. 61-80; LADERO QUESADA, Miguel Ángel – “El crecimiento 
económico de la Corona de Castilla en el siglo XV: ejemplos andaluces”. Medievalia 10 (1992), pp. 
217-235. 
4 O’FLANAGAN, Patrick – Port Cities of Atlantic Iberia, c. 1500-1900. London-New York: Routledge, 
2016, p. 81. 
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going port compared to the riverine character of Seville’s port, situated 80 km from 

the coast. This doctoral thesis sets out to examine the role of the port of Cadiz within 

the economic fabric of the Kingdom of Seville using a comprehensive approach, 

testing the validity of this model from a broader, more inclusive perspective, 

considering a wider range of sources, and applying the methodology described 

below. 

 

Classic and new historiographical perspectives 

Maritime history is a historiographical trend with a long-established tradition 

within European medieval studies, yet one that is constantly evolving. In recent 

years, the dynamism of medieval historiography has been underscored by several 

collaborative initiatives focusing on the maritime, commercial, and port worlds, 

launched at both national and international levels, resulting in a series of 

publications that stand as tangible evidence of this vitality. On the one hand, there is 

the collective work edited by Michel Balard, which focuses on the sea in the Middle 

Ages from a global perspective and offers a comprehensive overview, published as 

part of a wider collection5. On the other hand, it is worth highlighting the two 

monographs –one edited by Blockmans, Krom, and Wubs-Mrozewicz, and the other 

by Nigro– which have focused on the sea6. The first is devoted to the analysis of 

maritime cities and their rise in connection with sea routes for communication, 

transport and trade, whilst the second focuses on the study of the integration of 

trade networks within the context of Europe’s mercantile expansion. For its part, 

Spanish historiography has focused on other topics, particularly the naval and 

maritime world and its sources, but also on communication routes by sea and land7. 

 
5 BALARD, Michel – The Sea in History. The Medieval World - Le Mer dans l’Histoire: Le Moyen Âge. Vol. 
2. Woodbridge: The Boydell Press, 2017. 
6 BLOCKMANS, Wim; KROM, Mikhail; WUBS-MROZEWICZ, Justyna (eds.) – The Routledge Handbook 
of Maritime Trade around Europe (1300-1600). London-New York: Routledge, 2017. NIGRO, 
Giampiero (dir.) – Reti marittime come fattori dell’integrazione europea. Maritime Networks as a 
Factor in European Integration. Firenze: Firenze University Press, 2019. 
7 SALICRÚ I LLUCH, Roser (ed.) – Tripulacions i vaixells a la Mediterrània medieval. Fonts i perspectivas 
comparades des de la Corona d’Aragó. Barcelona: Publicacions de l’Abadia de Montserrat, 2019. 
BADIA, Lola; CIFUENTES, Lluís; SALICRÚ I LLUCH, Roser (eds.) – La vida marítima a la Mediterrània 
medieval. Fonts històriques i literàries. Barcelona: Publicacions de l’Abadia de Montserrat, 2019. 
SOLÓRZANO TELECHEA, Jesús Ángel; MARTÍN PÉREZ, Fernando (coords.) – Rutas de comunicación 
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The current tenets of this historiographical school of thought lean towards global 

history and connected history, with approaches that transcend political, religious 

and cultural boundaries, viewing the sea as a sphere of connectivity during the 

Middle Ages. However, until no more than fifteen years ago, studies on global history 

from a maritime perspective had not aroused much interest among historians8. Now, 

however, we have comprehensive works, with specific approaches centred on the 

Mediterranean and broader ones focused on the oceans, written by David Abulafia9, 

whose work clearly bears the influence of Braudel, whilst also reinforcing the sea as 

a subject of study. The concept of connected history has gained prominence with the 

publication of Barry Cunliffe’s work, which focuses on the connections between the 

Mediterranean and the Atlantic in a long-term analysis10. 

Despite the historiographical tradition, topics that have already been researched still 

require further exploration, considering new methodological approaches and the 

use of little-explored documentary sources, thereby giving rise to new reflections 

and debates11. Thus, the words spoken by the historian Michel Fontenay in 1991 

remain valid: “Maritime History therefore still has a vast field of research ahead of 

it”12. Indeed, the extensive history and diverse thematic strands that have developed 

within this field are by no means constraints or obstacles to continuing research on 

the sea from different perspectives and to enriching the historiographical landscape. 

From a French perspective, E tienne Taillemite has outlined some lines of research 

that would allow us to continue advancing our understanding of the maritime world: 

the administrative organization of the sea, the economic impact of naval and 

merchant fleets on cities, and, finally, fishing13. For his part, Michael North has 

 
marítima y terrestre en los reinos hispánicos durante la Baja Edad Media. Movilidad, conectividad y 
gobernanza. Madrid: La Ergástula, 2020. 
8 NORTH, Michael – “Mari connessi”. In NIGRO, Giampiero (dir.) – Reti marittime, p. 5. 
9 ABULAFIA, David – The Great Sea. A Human History of the Mediterranean. London: Penguin Books, 
2011; ABULAFIA, David –  The Boundless Sea: A Human History of the Oceans. London: Penguin Books, 
2019; ABULAFIA, David – The Discovery of Mankind: Atlantic Encounters in the Age of Columbus. New 
Haven-London: Yale University Press, 2008. 
10 CUNLIFFE, Barry – On The Ocean. The Mediterranean and the Atlantic from Prehistory to AD 1500. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017. 
11 IGUAL LUIS, David; SOLER MILLA, Juan Leonardo – “Comercio internacional, conectividad 
marítima y espacios portuarios en la Baja Edad Media. Introducción y presentación”. Anales de la 
Universidad de Alicante. Historia Medieval 23 (2022), p. 9. 
12 FONTENAY, Michel – “Historia Marítima”. In BURGUIÈRE, André (dir.) – Diccionario Akal de 
Ciencias Históricas. Madrid: Akal, 1991, pp. 458-461. 
13 TAILLEMITE, Etienne – “Réflexions sur quelques recherches récentes en histoire maritime”. In 
DUBOIS, Henri; HOCQUET, Jean-Claude; VAUCHEZ, André (dirs.) – Horizons marins, itinéraires 
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emphasised that future research should aim for a comparative analysis of regional 

maritime histories from an international perspective, stressing the fact that 

maritime cultures were intertwined14. All in all, there is no doubt that this field of 

research must seek to produce syntheses that go beyond local and regional case 

studies and promote comparative history. 

Contemporary maritime studies owe a great deal to the scholarship of Michel Mollat 

and the French school of the 1950s, as they laid the historiographical foundations 

for research focusing on the sea as its subject of study15. The zenith of maritime 

history was accompanied by collective initiatives that took shape in various 

publications, the result of international academic conferences where participants 

reflected on the naval world, the maritime economy, oceanic expansion, and the 

connectivity between seas, among other topics16. It was at that time that Fernand 

Braudel’s seminal work on the Mediterranean in the age of Philip II was published, 

marking a turning point, as for the first time the sea was conceived as a historical 

subject. This publication set out the new guidelines followed by maritime history, 

aimed at the analysis of structures17. His lines of research were continued by his 

disciples and other historians, particularly Pierre Chaunu and Jacques Heers, in 

which the sea has been observed and studied from a socio-economic perspective. 

Furthermore, these themes have been pursued to the present day, being developed 

at various academic centres, although the most significant advances stem from 

individual initiative18. 

A recent roundtable discussion involving several experts on the medieval maritime 

history of Atlantic Europe, focusing on research topics, debates and methodologies, 

 
spirituels (Ve-XVIIIe siècles). Vol. II: Marins, navires et affaires. Paris: Éditions de la Sorbonne, 1987, pp. 
75-76. 
14 NORTH, Michael – “Mari connessi”, p. 25. 
15 Michel Mollat du Jourdin’s body of work is extremely extensive. Here we wish to review his 
academic work – written in an accessible style – on Europe’s interaction with the sea in the Middle 
Ages, in which he analysed the influence of trade on the economic growth of cities, as well as naval 
expansion and medieval navigation. MOLLAT DU JOURDIN, Michel – L’Europe et la mer. Paris: Le 
Seuil, 1993. 
16 These academic meetings took place as part of the various editions of the ‘Colloque International 
d’Histoire Maritime’, the proceedings of which were published in book form. 
17 BRAUDEL, Fernand – La Méditerranée et le monde méditerranéen à l’époque de Philippe II. 2 Vols. 
Paris: Librairie Armand Colin, 1966. 
18 IRADIEL MURUGARREN, Paulino – El Mediterráneo medieval y Valencia. Economía, sociedad, 
historia. Valencia: Universitat de València, 2017; MUSARRA, Antonio – Medioevo marinaro. Prendere 
il mare nell’Italia medievale. Bologna: Il Mulino, 2021. 
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has highlighted the relevance of this research within contemporary historiography. 

Based on this assessment, the areas that have received the most attention since 1990 

within European medieval studies have become clear: ports, maritime trade, fishing, 

shipbuilding, navigation, trade routes, the admiralty, mercantile nations and conflict 

– war, privateering and piracy. More recently, there has been a focus on examining 

the interactions between port cities and their hinterlands, coastal landscapes and 

the evolution of the coastline. The influence of ecology has also had an impact on 

maritime history, particularly through the analysis of how coastal societies 

interacted with the sea, of climatic phenomena that posed a risk to navigation, and 

of the exploitation of marine resources. The expansion of research has benefited 

significantly from interdisciplinarity, the creation of databases and the use of 

Geographic Information Systems. However, little progress has been made from the 

perspective of sources, as many contributions have not always incorporated 

unpublished documents, relying instead on existing records to which a different 

approach has been applied. Furthermore, knowledge of the sea has advanced 

unevenly and at varying rates depending on the subject and the availability of 

sources19. 

The current discourse on maritime history has centred on the study of the sea as a 

factor that facilitated communication and economic exchange on various scales and 

linked distant lands20. In these studies, the use of network analysis – conceived as a 

matrix of links and nodes connecting port cities via trade routes – has 

predominated21. However, until recently, historiography had paid little attention to 

ports as objects of study. Following Solo rzano Telechea’s observations, interest in 

the study of Castile’s Atlantic ports gained new momentum from the 1970s onwards, 

 
19 ANDRADE, Amélia Aguiar; ARÍZAGA, Beatriz; AZNAR, Eduardo et al. – “Sociétés, mer et littoraux de 
l’Europe atlantique au Moyen Âge: enjeux, objets et méthodes de la recherche depuis les années 
1990”. In La maritimisation du monde. De la Préhistoire a nos jours. Paris: SUP, 2016, pp. 29-50; BELLO 
LEÓN, Juan Manuel – “Flujos de personas, ideas y mercancías entre el Mediterráneo y el Atlántico 
(siglos XIV-XVI). Balance y perspectivas de investigación”. In ABULAFIA, David; LÓPEZ PÉREZ, M.ª 
Dolores (eds.) – Mercados y espacios económicos en el siglo XV. El mundo del mercader Torralba. 
Barcelona: Universitat de Barcelona, 2022, pp. 279-328. 
20 MAUNTEL, Christoph – “Linking Seas and Lands in Medieval Geographic Thinking during the 
Crusades and the Discovery of the Atlantic World”. In JASPERT, Nikolas; KOLDITZ, Sebastian (eds.) – 
Entre mers–Outre-mer. Spaces, Modes and Agents of Indo-Mediterranean Connectivity. Heidelberg: 
University Publishing, 2018, p. 107. 
21 LUGLI, Emanuele – “Linking the Mediterranean: The Construction of Trading Networks in 14th and 
15th-century Italy”. In SAVOY, Daniel (ed.) – The Globalization of Renaissance Art. A Critical Review. 
Leiden-Boston: Brill, 2017, p. 163. 
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shaped by the approaches of urban and maritime history. Consequently, the themes 

that emerged were closely linked to the world of commerce22. On a broader level, it 

is worth noting that ports have been studied by distinguishing between economic 

spaces, except for the collaborative work coordinated by Simonetta Cavaciocchi, 

which brings together the contributions to the Diciannovesima Settimana di Studi del 

Istituto Internazionale di Storia Economica «F. Datini», dedicated to ‘I porti come 

impresa economica’, which reflected on port enclaves as nodes in international 

networks23. As regards Mediterranean ports, they have attracted the attention of 

both individual and collective initiatives24. Conversely, Atlantic ports have recently 

been the subject of a monograph edited by Rivera Medina25. 

A review of the historiographical tradition regarding the study of medieval ports 

shows that documentary sources have formed the main basis for analysis. However, 

in recent years, there have been several attempts to examine the reality of ports 

through the archaeological record, as demonstrated by the contributions of 

Fernando Paredes on the ports of the Strait of Gibraltar, Juan M. Campos on Palos de 

la Frontera, and Carmen Peral and Rau l Gonza lez on Ma laga26. These contributions 

reveal that archaeology offers significant potential for analysing the port 

phenomenon and its reflection in urban spaces. It is true, however, that this 

methodology has not been applied as extensively, given the scarcity of medieval 

archaeological structures in today’s maritime cities. This explains why documentary 

sources, the most widely used resource has been when reconstructing the port and 

naval landscape. 

 
22 SOLÓRZANO TELECHEA, Jesús Ángel – “Medieval Seaports of the Atlantic Coast of Spain”. 
International Journal of Maritime History 21(2009), pp. 81-83. 
23 CAVACIOCCHI, Simonetta (ed.) – I porti come impresa economica. Atti della «Diciannovesima 
Settimana di Studi» (Prato, 2-6 maggio 1987). Firenze: Le Monnier, 1988. 
24 SIMBULA, Pinuccia F. – I porti del Mediterraneo in età medievale. Milan: Bruno Mondadori, 2009. 
FABRE, Ghislaine; LE BLÉVEC, Daniel; MENJOT, Denis (dir.) – Les ports et la navigation en 
Méditerranée au Moyen Âge. Paris: Editions du Manuscrit, 2009. 
25 RIVERA MEDINA, Ana María (ed.) – Ports in the Medieval European Atlantic. Shipping, Transport 
and Labour. Woodbridge: The Boydell Press, 2021. 
26 CAMPOS CARRASCO, Juan M. (ed.) – Puerto Histórico y Castillo de Palos de la Frontera (Huelva). 
Protagonistas de la gesta colombina. Huelva: Publicaciones de la Universidad de Huelva, 2014. 
VILLADA PAREDES, Fernando – “Los puertos del Estrecho de Gibraltar en los siglos XIV y XV. Una 
perspectiva arqueológica”. In AZNAR VALLEJO, Eduardo; GONZÁLEZ ZALACAIN, Roberto J. (coords.) 
– De mar a mar. Los puertos castellanos en la Baja Edad Media. San Cristóbal de La Laguna: 
Universidad de La Laguna, 2015, pp. 213-253. GONZÁLEZ ARÉVALO, Raúl; PERAL BEJARANO, 
Carmen – El Castil de Genoveses de Málaga (siglos XIV-XV). Un barrio comercial fortificado en el 
Mediterráneo islámico. Jaén: Editorial Universidad de Jaén, 2024. 
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Cadiz in the Port Network of the Crown of Castile 

The maritime horizons of the Crown of Castile in the Late Middle Ages have been 

clearly reflected in Iberian medieval studies27. Most studies have addressed the 

various coastal regions in a disjointed manner. Consequently, the north of the 

peninsula has received considerable attention, with the study of ports being one of 

the most frequently explored areas in historiography. Each of the areas comprising 

this port system has been treated unequally depending on the documentary 

sources28. On the other hand, the Mediterranean region has been a focus of scholarly 

interest in historical studies. Research has centred on the integration of the Kingdom 

of Murcia into international trade networks, the development of the maritime and 

port infrastructure, and natural resources29. 

Until recently, the tradition of research into the maritime and port world of northern 

Spain had no equivalent in the south. Each of the ports that made up Andalusia’s port 

network has been treated differently depending on the documentary sources 

available; furthermore, on numerous occasions, they have been studied in isolation, 

without considering the economic landscape beyond the purely local level. It is no 

coincidence that most of the attention has focused on Seville, given the availability 

of notarial and municipal council records and the role it played as a commercial and 

 
27 RÍOS TOLEDANO, Daniel – “Comercio, puertos y rutas marítimas en Andalucía a fines de la Edad 
Media. Estado de la cuestión y perspectivas”. In SOLÓRZANO TELECHEA, Jesús Ángel; MARTÍN 
PÉREZ, Fernando (coords.) – Rutas de comunicación marítima y terrestre en los reinos hispánicos 
durante la Baja Edad Media. Movilidad, conectividad y gobernanza. Madrid: La Ergástula, 2020, pp. 
244-247. 
28 FERREIRA PRIEGUE, Elisa María – Galicia en el comercio marítimo medieval. La Coruña: Fundación 
«Pedro Barrie de la Maza», 1988. RIVERA MEDINA, Ana María – “Los espacios portuarios vizcaínos 
mutaciones y adaptaciones de los puertos vizcaínos, siglos XIV-XVI”. CEM. Cultura, Espaço & Memória 
2 (2018), pp. 51-69. GONZÁLEZ ARCE, José Damián – Bilbao y el mar. Actividad portuaria y navegación 
en la ría de Nervión durante el reinado de los Reyes Católicos. Mar del Plata: Universidad Nacional Mar 
del Plata, 2021; ÁLVAREZ FERNÁNDEZ, María – “«Las espaldas del mar, de puerto a puerto». 
Mecanismos de gobierno y derechos portuarios en la costa noroccidental leonesa (siglos XII-XVI)”. In 
SOLÓRZANO TELECHEA, Jesús Ángel; GONZÁLEZ ARCE; José Damián; BAZÁN DÍAZ, Iñaki (eds.) – Los 
puertos del Atlántico en la Baja Edad Media: Navegación, instituciones y gobernanza. Lleida: Pagès 
editors, 2021, pp. 17-54. SOLÓRZANO TELECHEA, Jesús Ángel – “Conectividad, seguridad y 
solidaridad entre los puertos del Cantábrico en la Baja Edad Media”. In ABULAFIA, David; LÓPEZ 
PÉREZ, M.ª Dolores (eds.) – Mercados y espacios económicos en el siglo XV. El mundo del mercader 
Torralba. Barcelona: Universitat de Barcelona, 2022, pp. 347-380. 
29 JIMÉNEZ ALCÁZAR, Juan Francisco – “Castilla y el mar Mediterráneo: encuentros y desencuentros 
en la Baja Edad Media”. Intus-Legere Historia 5:2 (2011), pp. 7-33. 
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banking centre in the late medieval period30. Furthermore, its outer harbour, 

Sanlu car de Barrameda, has been studied based on Castilian and Italian 

documents31. The coast of Huelva has attracted the interest of several authors, 

notably Gonza lez Go mez, Gonza lez Cruz and Izquierdo Labrado32. It is worth noting 

here that Loí c Me nanteu has carried out a comparative study of the ports of Seville, 

Sanlu car de Barrameda and Palos de la Frontera, focusing on their impact on the 

natural and human environments33. 

Except for the studies by Juan Manuel Bello and Enrique Jose  Ruiz on Andalusian 

ports and their commercial and naval significance, the study of the port geography 

of southern Castile has generally been approached from a local perspective; as a 

result, it lacks an overarching view and analyses that assess the importance of each 

port within the urban hierarchy34. An analysis of the existing literature reveals that 

ports have been studied primarily using local or national sources, meaning that they 

have been examined from a single perspective. In fact, few studies have ventured to 

challenge these approaches. Roberto J. Gonza lez has examined the connections 

between the various settlements in the Bay of Cadiz during the 15th and 16th 

 
30 GONZÁLEZ JIMÉNEZ, Manuel; BELLO LEÓN, Juan Manuel – “El puerto de Sevilla en la Baja Edad 
Media (siglos XIII-XV)”. In ABULAFIA, David; GARÍ, Blanca (dirs.) – En las costas del Mediterráneo 
occidental. Barcelona: Omega, 1997, pp. 213-241. 
31 MORENO OLLERO, Antonio – Sanlúcar de Barrameda a finales de la Edad Media. Cadiz: Diputación 
Provincial de Cádiz, 1983. RÍOS TOLEDANO, Daniel; JIMÉNEZ LÓPEZ DE EGUILETA, Javier E. – “El 
puerto de Sanlúcar de Barrameda y la comunidad genovesa en el siglo XV: un documento de su 
consulado de 1461”. Espacio, Tiempo y Forma. Serie III. Historia Medieval 37 (2024), pp. 935-960. 
GONZÁLEZ ARÉVALO, Raúl – “El Rio di Sibilia. Sanlúcar de Barrameda, puerto subsidiario de las 
naciones mercantiles italianas (siglos XIV y XV)”. Espacio, Tiempo y Forma. Serie III. Historia Medieval 
38 (2025), pp. 337-364. 
32 GONZÁLEZ GÓMEZ, Antonio – Moguer en la Baja Edad Media (1248-1538). Huelva: Instituto de 
Estudios onubenses Padre Marchena, 1977. GONZÁLEZ CRUZ, David; IZQUIERDO LABRADO, Julio – 
“Astilleros, barcos y construcción naval en tiempos de los descubrimientos: Palos de la Frontera y 
puertos del litoral onubense (Huelva, Saltés y San Juan del Puerto)”. In GONZÁLEZ CRUZ, David 
(coord.) – Barcos y construcción naval entre el Atlántico y el Mediterráneo en la época de los 
descubrimientos (siglos XV y XVI). Madrid: CSIC, 2018, pp. 51-87. 
33 MÉNANTEAU, Loïc – “L’influence des facteurs naturels et anthropiques sur l’evolution des ports de 
Basse-Andalousie (XIIIe-XVIe siècles): études des cas (Palos de la Frontera, Séville et Sanlúcar de 
Barrameda)”. In BOCHACA, Michel; SARRAZIN, Jean-Luc (dirs.) – Ports et littoraux de l’Europe 
atlantique. Transformations naturelles et aménagements humains (XIVe-XVIe siècles). Rennes: Presses 
Universitaires de Rennes, 2007, pp. 167-187. 
34 BELLO LEÓN, Juan Manuel – “El Reino de Sevilla en el comercio exterior castellano (siglos XIV-XV)”. 
In CASADO ALONSO, Hilario (ed.) – Castilla y Europa. Comercio y mercaderes en los siglos XIV, XV y 
XVI. Burgos: Diputación Provincial de Burgos, 1995, pp. 57-80. RUIZ PILARES, Enrique José – 
“Espacios portuarios bajomedievales entre el estuario del Guadalquivir y el Estrecho de Gibraltar (ss. 
XIII-XVI)”. Awraq. Estudios sobre el mundo árabe e islámico contemporáneo 21 (2023), pp. 115-131. 
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centuries and their organisation as a system35. Together with Ví ctor Muñoz, he has 

reflected on the naval organisation and port activity at the El Portal quay, which fell 

under the jurisdiction of Jerez de la Frontera36. This contribution was enriched by 

the insights of Ruiz Pilares and his assessments based on an analysis of 

documentation from Jerez. In this regard, he highlighted the role of Jerez as a centre 

to produce many of the goods that were exported by sea via Cadiz and El Puerto de 

Santa Marí a. Furthermore, he has focused on the port areas and infrastructure of the 

Bay of Cadiz37.  

An analysis of the existing literature reveals that ports have been studied primarily 

using local and national sources, meaning that they have been examined from a 

single perspective. In fact, few studies have ventured to challenge these approaches. 

As regards Ca diz more specifically, it has a long historiographical tradition that 

began with the contributions of Hipo lito Sancho de Sopranis, which focused on the 

study of the Genoese nation through an analysis of documents from the archive in 

Jerez de la Frontera38. For his part, Ladero Quesada studied the city during the era 

of the Ponce de Leo n family, drawing on accounts from 1485 and 1486, whilst Rumeu 

de Armas analyzed its economic links with North Africa between the 15th and 16th 

centuries39. All in all, the most comprehensive study of Ca diz in the Late Middle Ages 

is to be found in Sa nchez Herrero’s book40. However, the port and its maritime 

connections did not receive the attention they deserved, and not all the national 

 
35 GONZÁLEZ ZALACAIN, Roberto J. – “De puerto a puerto: Las relaciones entre los puertos de la Bahía 
de Cádiz (siglos XV-XVI)”. In AZNAR VALLEJO, Eduardo y GONZÁLEZ ZALACAIN, Roberto J. (coords.) 
– De mar a mar. Los puertos castellanos en la Baja Edad Media. San Cristóbal de La Laguna: 
Universidad de La Laguna, 2015, pp. 147-178. 
36 MUÑOZ GÓMEZ, Víctor; GONZÁLEZ ZALACAIN, Roberto J. – “Jerez y el mar en la Baja Edad Media”. 
In SÁNCHEZ HERRERO, José; GONZÁLEZ JIMÉNEZ, Manuel (dirs.) – 750 Aniversario de la 
incorporación de Jerez a la Corona de Castilla: 1264-2014. Jerez de la Frontera: Ayuntamiento de Jerez 
de la Frontera, 2014, pp. 351-372. 
37 RUIZ PILARES, Enrique José – “Jerez de la Frontera: el gran centro productor del complejo 
portuario de la Bahía de Cádiz a finales de la Edad Media”. Estudios sobre Patrimonio, Cultura y 
Ciencias Medievales 20 (2018), pp. 356-360; RUIZ PILARES, Enrique José – “El paisaje portuario en la 
Bahía de Cádiz a finales de la Edad Media: los muelles fluviales del Guadalete”. Suplemento RIPARIA 
2 (2019), pp. 165-174. 
38 SANCHO DE SOPRANIS, Hipólito – Los Genoveses en Cádiz antes del año 1600. Larache: 
Publicaciones de la Sociedad de Estudios Históricos Jerezanos, 1939. 
39 LADERO QUESADA, Miguel Ángel – “Unas cuentas de Cádiz (1485-1486)”. Cuadernos de Estudios 
Medievales y Ciencias y Técnicas Historiográficas 2-3 (1974-1975), pp. 85-120. RUMEU DE ARMAS, 
Antonio – Cádiz, metrópoli del comercio con África en los siglos XV y XVI. Cadiz: Ed. de la Caja de 
Ahorros de Cádiz, 1976. 
40 SÁNCHEZ HERRERO, José – Cádiz. La ciudad medieval y cristiana (1260-1525). Córdoba: 
Publicaciones del Monte de Piedad-Caja de Ahorros, 1986. 
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documentary sources had been explored. Consequently, a comprehensive study of 

navigation and maritime trade in Ca diz during the 14th and 15th centuries remained 

to be carried out. It should be noted, however, that in recent years our understanding 

of the city of Ca diz has expanded from various perspectives, although there is still 

much to learn and many documentary sources yet to be researched41. 

 

Methodology 

The loss of late medieval documents from the archives in Cadiz has prevented the 

application of a historiographical model established in the 1980s, based on the 

analysis of notarial deeds. This lack of documentation should not become an 

insurmountable problem, as it could spur the search for alternative solutions42. 

There is no doubt that the use of Italic sources has emerged as an alternative 

approach to the study of ports and maritime trade in the Late Middle Ages, given the 

fruitful results it is yielding, as Rau l Gonza lez Are valo’s contributions have so 

significantly highlighted43. This approach has been well established in other Iberian 

contexts –the Crown of Aragon and the Nasrid Emirate of Granada– and there is still 

a long way to go in exploring the commercial and naval world of the cities that were 

integrated into the networks of the Italian states. This constitutes an undoubtedly 

daunting task, owing not only to the complexity of consulting diverse archival 

collections, but also to the linguistic and palaeographic challenges inherent in such 

documentation. 

 
41 SÁNCHEZ SAUS, Rafael; RÍOS TOLEDANO, Daniel (eds.) – Entre la tierra y el mar. Cádiz, frontera de 
Castilla en la Baja Edad Media. Madrid: Sílex, 2022. 
42 I have applied Emilio Martín’s comments on Sanlúcar de Barrameda to the case of Cádiz. MARTÍN 
GUTIÉRREZ, Emilio – “Gobernanza y aprovechamiento de los recursos naturales: Sanlúcar de 
Barrameda durante el siglo XV”. In PARODI ÁLVAREZ, Manuel J. (coord.) – In Medio Orbe III: 
Barrameda, mucho más que un apellido. Sanlúcar de Barrameda: Fundación Puerta de América, 2022, 
p. 47. 
43 GONZÁLEZ ARÉVALO, Raúl – “Florentinos entre Cádiz y Sevilla en los siglos XIV y XV”. In AZNAR 
VALLEJO, Eduardo; GONZÁLEZ ZALACAIN, Roberto J. (coords.) – De mar a mar. Los puertos 
castellanos en la Baja Edad Media. San Cristóbal de La Laguna: Universidad de La Laguna, 2015, pp. 
273-308; “Del Adriático al Atlántico: Venecia y Cádiz entre navegación, diplomacia y comercio (siglos 
XIV-XV)”. Hispania 80:264 (2020), pp. 11-45; “Cádiz, frontera atlántica de las repúblicas mercantiles 
italianas (siglos XIII-XV)”. In SÁNCHEZ SAUS, Rafael; RÍOS TOLEDANO, Daniel (eds.) – Entre la tierra 
y el mar. Cádiz, frontera de Castilla en la Baja Edad Media. Madrid: Sílex, 2022, pp. 59-86. 
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The methodological approach adopted in this doctoral thesis has involved consulting 

documentary sources from national and international archives and comparing these 

with the literature of the various historiographical schools, which constitute two 

integral stages of any academic research. The fragmentary and incomplete nature of 

the data collected necessitates the adoption of a methodology based on cross-

referencing information. This can only be achieved through an exhaustive review of 

the literature in the field of study, which explains, amongst other reasons, the 

diversity, dispersion, and abundance of sources. The imbalance in information and 

the fragmentation of sources are two inherent challenges in any historical research 

on Cadiz during the Late Middle Ages, which complicates the task of reconstructing 

a coherent narrative. This is undoubtedly a daunting task, not only because of the 

challenges involved in archival research – particularly within Italian archives – but 

also due to the linguistic and palaeographic complexities presented by these 

documents. It is important to recognize that a port is shaped by political, economic, 

social, and geographical factors, so studying it requires a multidisciplinary approach. 

The lack of notarial records before 1531 and municipal council records before 1596 

has been compensated for through the consultation of documentary collections 

preserved in other archives. This is by no means a novel approach, given that Sancho 

de Sopranis had already drawn on the Municipal Archive of Jerez de la Frontera and 

Sa nchez Herrero on the General Archive of Simancas and the Historical Archive of 

the Nobility to reconstruct the medieval history of Cadiz. Nevertheless, neither the 

full corpus of Castilian documentation nor the archival holdings of all Andalusian 

repositories had previously been examined systematically. Even less attention had 

been paid to the collections preserved in the archives of the Crown of Aragon and in 

Italian archives. Consequently, the perspective adopted in this doctoral thesis –

focused on the port and its wider network of relationships– had never been explored 

through such a broad and diverse body of sources. Although several studies had 

already acknowledged the city’s importance within medieval maritime trade, none 

had analysed the subject in comparable depth. Moreover, Genoese sources had never 

previously been used systematically to examine the role of Cadiz in navigation and 

commerce during the Late Middle Ages. 
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Results and Conclusions 

From the second half of the 14th century onwards, Cadiz’s position on maritime 

routes was strengthened by Christian control of the Strait of Gibraltar and the 

intensification of trade between the Mediterranean and the Atlantic. The city had 

already assumed a significant role in Atlantic navigation for Mediterranean fleets on 

their routes to northern Europe from the last quarter of the 13th century. Thus, it 

emerged as a port enclave with a clear maritime vocation for long-distance 

crossings, serving as a stopover for merchant fleets sailing southwards towards 

Flanders and England. Its privileged geographical position at the crossroads of 

maritime routes made Cadiz an obligatory stop for ships crossing the Atlantic Ocean 

from the Mediterranean Sea and vice versa. Furthermore, its very natural 

conformation – owing to its location on an island and the presence of a harbour on 

the shores of a bay with a depth allowing large vessels to enter and exit – contributed 

to the city’s prosperity. This situation, combined with the fact that Seville, the major 

city in the south-west of the peninsula, had a river port 80 km from the coast, gave 

Cadiz a strategic advantage on the routes converging on the coasts of Castile. 

Similarly, shipping on the Guadalquivir declined significantly with the introduction 

of carracks into the Genoese fleet from 1370 onwards, because of which Seville lost 

its status as the main port for Genoese shipping and was reduced to a hub for 

organizing routes from Andalusia. 

Notarial deeds from Genoa, correspondence from the Datini Company and 

documents from the Royal Chancellery of the Crown of Aragon paint a picture of 

Cadiz from the late 14th century that stands out for its geostrategic position at the 

heart of the maritime and trade routes linking the Mediterranean with the Atlantic, 

reaching its zenith in the first half of the 15th century. The analysis of an extensive 

documentary corpus has enabled a quantitative study of traffic in the port of Cadiz 

during the period in question. Considering the data analysed, a total of 1,688 ships 

were recorded for the years 1369 and 1504, with a clear predominance of the 

merchant nations of Genoa and Venice. The former has a total of 502 ships, and the 

latter has a total of 480. Next came the Castilian fleets, with 386 ships, mostly owned 

by Andalusian and Basque shipowners. The presence of other navies frequenting the 

Bay of Cadiz was more limited, although Florence, the Crown of Aragon and Portugal 
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are worth mentioning. Conversely, the presence of English, French, Hanseatic, 

Breton and Flemish vessels was very limited and occasional. The regularity and 

frequency of trade links and exchanges were subject to political circumstances. 

Indeed, the decline in the Genoese fleet’s Atlantic voyages during the 1450s 

coincided with conflicts with the Crown of Aragon. Venice thus took up the baton, 

becoming the navy that visited Cadiz most frequently from the late 1440s until 1460. 

From that point onwards, Castile held absolute dominance, with a steady rise that 

reached its peak in the 1490s. Analysis of this data reveals an average of 12 ships 

visiting the port of Cadiz each year. 

The crucial role played by Cadiz in maritime trade routes attracted the attention of 

merchants from various nations. Descriptions of the city in the late Middle Ages 

highlight the significant presence of foreign merchants, among whom the Genoese 

stood out for their deep-rooted presence and volume of trade. Despite the absolute 

dominance of the Genoese, the city also welcomed merchants from other trading 

nations, notably the Catalans, Florentines and Venetians and, to a lesser extent, Jews, 

Flemings and Englishmen. Cadiz had become one of the most important markets in 

Andalusia by the mid-15th century, a status that was reinforced and encouraged 

during the rule of the Ponce de Leo n family. Although it possessed a large ocean port 

and its market attracted the attention of foreign merchant nations, it never achieved 

the financial stature of Seville. Cadiz served as a gateway for goods destined for the 

interior of Castile and as an outlet for products from Andalusia and, others from the 

Western Barbary Coast, Guinea, the Canary Islands and Madeira. 

The decline in the city’s port activity and commercial traffic can be attributed to the 

establishment of the Casa de la Contratación in Seville in 1503. The shift of trade 

routes towards the Indies and the concentration on the Guadalquivir River of the 

fleet sailing to the New World relegated the port of Cadiz to a secondary role, 

subordinate to the naval requirements of the capital, which demanded a deep-water 

port with more favourable natural conditions than its traditional outer harbour, 

Sanlu car de Barrameda. Thus, the centralisation of trade and the migration of the 

population inland had negative effects, the first signs of which became evident in 

1508. The economic and demographic growth that the city had experienced in the 

final decades of the Middle Ages came to a halt. The decline in maritime links 
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between the North Sea and the eastern Mediterranean favoured Cadiz’s 

Mediterranean vocation, transforming its port into a hub for the contracting of 

transport services destined for Iberian and Italian maritime cities. The 1507 

customs register of Genoa allows us to gauge port activity and the volume of 

merchant traffic. Analysis of the register revealed that in that year, only five ships 

chartered by Genoese merchants of Genoese and Basque Country nationality set sail, 

bound for Genoa, Alicante and Ma laga. This, therefore, represents a drastic decline 

in merchant traffic compared with the figures provided by the previous customs 

register, that of 1495, which lists twenty-four vessels that passed through the port 

of Cadiz. On the other hand, although it is more difficult to assess the extent of trade 

with Western Barbary, this continued to be the main economic area associated with 

Cadiz. However, maritime traffic with the African coast was no longer supported by 

the royal monopoly. 
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